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News spreads like a prairie fire in the East. What
was happening in Moscow travelled fast through the plains
of Russia, over the Ural Mountains, and across the Kazak
desert Steppes to the land of Samarkand, at first as in-
credible fairy tales, and then as wonderful realities. And
when the tractors themselves came to plough the lands,
and cotton-mills sprang up to weave the cloth, and power-
stations to flood factory and hut with electric light, the
news spread over the southern frontiers to Persia, Afghanis-
tan, Mongolia, India, and China.

When tractors ploughed the fields in remote Khokanyor
there were other spectators besides the farmers and local
villagers. Silently day and night sat Afghans from across
the border watching them at work. What rhe Soviets do
acts as leaven in the East.

Not at once did the old order change. In Bukhara the
Mohammedan mullahs were supreme; education, justice,
and family control were in their hands, and they were eager
to keep them there. No modern learning gained a foothold
in Bukhara. Science, mathematics, and modern languages
were banned. Nothing was done to improve agriculture.,
nothing for health or culture, nothing for bridges, roads, or
sanitation. Irrigation was immature and primitive. In-
dustry was strangled at birth. On the grounds that
Uzbekistan must not compete with Moscow the Governor-
General of the Turkomans refused the request to build a
cotton-mill in Tashkent. There was another and a more
sinister reason too. Peasants were docile. As mill opera-
tives, they became proletarians and dangerous.

Behind the high, windowless walls life flowed on as
it had done for centuries, the man an absolute monarch
in his house, with polygamy and forced marriage fostered
by local Mohammedan traditions. High above the town
rose, as the grim emblem of a city, where violence reigned
above and lawlessness flourished beneath, the Tower of
Death, where girls were condemned to terrible infamy and
men impaled.

The Russian Empire had seized the three Central Asian
Khanates and expropriated the semi-nomad tribes of
Kirghiz, Turkoman, and Uzbek. Their lands were robbed